
COMMUNITY  BLOCK
PARTY  KIT

An easy How-To Guide to organize a

community block party



Community Block Party

Community Block Party's area great way for families to get together,
meet new people, have fun, and work together on a common activity. 

10 Reasons To Have a Block Party

To have fun! 
To provide an opportunity to know your community members
To establish friendships
To increase a sense of belonging to a community
To learn more about each other and who might need help from time
to time
To meet neighbors that share common interests
To encourage neighbors to look after the negithborhood
To help with safety/crime prevention by knowing who lives where
and who does not
To increase security by knowing each other's schedules
To develop opportunity to meet some of the old times neighbors and
learn about your community history



Salt Lake County's Role

Salt Lake County would like to collaborate with you to through a Block
Party for your families in your community! 

We will help sponsor the event, help collaborate, help market the event,
and attend to give out information about our program. 

Our goal is to sponsor a fun family event to raise awareness about lead
poisoning and how our free program can help fix lead based paint
hazards to keep children safe.

County Funding Will Cover

Marketing
Set up/Permit Fees
Entertainment (Stage/acts)
Clean up costs
Translators/Translation
Food Donations
Activities



Planning Your Block Party

1. Getting Started 

The Idea of a block party is getting people together. Try to get
2 or 3 people to help with the event. 
If one person is in charge, it can still be a good event.
However, it could be difficult to find someone to organize on
the next year.
Create an Organizing Committee. It's important to include
everyone in the decisions about the event.
If it is the first one, you may want to inform everyone about
what a block party is, encourage attendance, share benefits,
get opinions on food, dates, and times for the event.
Get as many people involved as possible! Delegate tasks to
everyone so one person is not so overwhelmed.

2. Types of Block Parties

Figure out what type of block party will work best for your community.
Keep it simple!

Barbecues - organizers purchase all that is needed and
neighbors bring their own meat. 
Picnic - everyone brings their own meal 
Potluck - everyone brings one disk 
Catered - shares the cost and food is purchased and prepared. 



3. How Big To Make It 

Start off with a smaller event rather than a big one. It can
always grow, but it's hard to shrink it.
In selecting who to invite, choose boundaries (city,
neighborhoods, etc.). 
Decide early and make it clear in your flyer who is invited (ie
everyone, only city, only neighbors) and if they can invite
friends/families and how many.

4. Location

A neighbor's backyard
House
Garage (rained out)
Common room in a condo unit
Alley
Street
Park

**Some locations may be required for public places. Salt Lake County
can help with those costs/permits.  
**Safety is an important factor! Keep that in mind when planning the
location!



5. City Applications and Permits 

If you want to close down a street, you will need to get a
permit. Available here.
Remember at the end of the party, it needs to be cleaned and
left in good condition. Public or private.
For Salt Lake City, there are no fees for the Block Party
Application!

6. The Timing To Get The Event Planned

7. Getting The Word Out

For a first time Block Party, distribute the first flyer
requesting feedback 4-5 weeks before the event.
Adjustments may need to be made if an event is already
planned around the same time.
The final flyer should go out 3 weeks before the event.
Mide may to end of August are good times and weekend or
holiday are the best times. 
Have an alternate rainout day planned, just in case.
Keep in mind who lives in the area of the party. If young
children or seniors living near, plan to finish by 9:00 pm.

Flyers can be used with a request to drop back their
suggesting in your mailbox.
Information can be gathered going door-to-door.
Call them on the phone.
Reach out to apartment and condo managers to see the best
way to reach out to their residents.
Social Media! Post on the community page, make an event,
Share!!

https://www.slc.gov/event-permits/


8. Role Of The Organizers 

Make decisions about the set up.
Have a greeter at the event.
Introduce new people/neighbors.
Make sure clean-up is done. (Reward children who help with a
prize.)

9. Set Up

10. Activities During The Event

Have a sign-in book for records for next year and a contact
list.
Nametags can be fun and helpful!
Decide what you want them to write on their nametags.
Line up tables for food and set up garbage cans.
Decide if your will coordinate or everyone will bring their own
table and chairs, plates, cutlery and cups, beverages. If it's a
barbecue, who will bring them?
Institute a bathroom policy
Decide if pets are allowed
Be ready to oversee the clean up after the event.

Visit and eat. Food has always had a very social component in
societies.
Games for kids (some organized, some they can do
themselves.
Introducing one another and making a game out of that.
Encourage the talent in your community to perform!

https://www.slc.gov/event-permits/

